Africas, Ours and Theirs
Crossed looks and identitary images
Literary Constructions of African Identities
50 years after the decolonizations


International Conference hosted by The Institute for Comparative Literature Margarida Losa (ILCML), Faculty of Letters of the University of Porto

Porto | 12-13 December, 2011



CALL FOR PAPERS

Fifty years after the wave of decolonizations of the French African Union, the British African territories, the Belgian colonies and protectorates, and the beginning of the upheaval in the Portuguese colonies (which would have to wait for the Carnation Revolution to have their independence granted), we invite all the researchers interested in this topic to explore the images of the African Continent, in general, and of African identities, in particular, that have fed African and European literatures. 
The aim is to critically address the identitary problematization which underlies Francophone, Anglophone  and Lusophone African literatures; to explore transversal issues to those post-colonial literatures, as well as to analyze the complexity of the literary images which European literatures (and particularly literatures from former colonial powers) have developed of the African as the Other, as well as the images of Europe and the European that African literatures have projected or displayed, namely with regard to the former colonial powers.
In this context, we will privilege critical tools and transversal and interdisciplinary approaches which in recent years have been developed under the labels of “Post-colonial Studies”, “Francophone Studies”, “Anglophone Studies” and “Lusophone Studies”, as well as “Multi-Intercultural Studies”.
We also suggest the adoption of a relational perspective, drawing on the variety of literary narrative corpora which stem from (post)colonial inquiries and from the plurality of African literatures written in French, English and Portuguese, as well as from different thematic, stylistic and cultural sensibilities which point to either a European (or Western) vision of African reality, or an African vision of European reality, or even a hybrid perspective of both realities. 
Thus, The Institute for Comparative Literature Margarida Losa (http://www.ilcml.com/) is pleased to open the call for papers for the International Conference “Africas, Ours and Theirs: Crossed looks and identitary images”, which will be held at the Faculty of Letters of the University of Porto (Portugal), on 12 and 13 December, 2011.

The main topics of research are the following: 
1. Images of Africa and the African(s) in Francophone, Anglophone and Lusophone literatures; 
2. Images of Africa and the African(s) in European Literatures;
3. Images of Europe and the European cultures in African literatures;
4. Crossed visions and multicultural perspectives.

WORKING LANGUAGES: French, English and Portuguese.

SUBMISSION PROCESS AND DEADLINES
20 June, 2011 : deadline for paper submission (200-300 words). 
20 July, 2011 : deadline for acceptance notification. 
20 October, 2011: Posting of the provisional program.
02 December, 2011: Posting of the final program.

REGISTRATION:
€ 50,00
(PhD students: € 25,00)
(registration fees must be paid on site and in cash)
NOTE: Submissions of Conference papers for publication will be subjected to the approval of the Scientific Committee.

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:
· ANA PAULA COUTINHO MENDES (UP – ILCML)
· MARIA DE FÁTIMA OUTEIRINHO (UP – ILC ML)
· JOSÉ DOMINGUES DE ALMEIDA (UP – ILC ML)

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE:
PIERRE HALEN (UN. METZ)
BERNARD MOURALIS (UN. CLERGY-PONTOISE)
MARC QUAGHEBEUR (AML – BRUXELLES)
CAROLINE ROONEY (UN. KENT)
DAVID MURPHY (UN. STIRLING)
MANUELA RIBEIRO SANCHES (UN. LISBOA)
PAULO DE MEDEIROS ( UN. UTRECH)
 

CONTACTS:  
All proposals (abstract + short CV + name, institution and e-mail) must be sent to afriques@letras.up.pt under the heading [Nos & leurs Afriques: proposal + name].

INFORMATION:  
Please visit the following websites:  www.ilcml.com and www.flup.up.pt 


